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Minutes of the meeting of the Leverington Parish Council held in the Village Hall Gorefield Road on 

Tuesday, 28th February 2023.   

No Public Forum was required. 

 

Present:     Councillors B.Baker, B.Beales, Ms R.Collins, R.Cropp, J.Downes (Chairman) Mrs. S.Edghill, 

                    R.Keymer, Mrs. S.Ward.                                                                                           Clerk B.Boyce 

                    District Councillor C.Seaton. 

              

      1.           Welcome by the Chairman. 

1.1.    To receive apologies. 

           Apologies received from County Councillor S.King and District Councillor S.Clark. 

1.2      To receive any Declarations of Interest on agenda items. 

            There were no Declarations of Interest. 

1.3      Notice of Candidates Briefing for elections.   

            To be held on 2nd March at 6.30pm Fenland Hall. Noted.  The clerk attended a briefing on    

            27.02.23. 

              1.4      Fenland Community Safety Survey (sent to councillors 01.02.23). 

                          Noted. 

              1.5     Proposed Incinerator.   

                         The developers had taken a page of the Fenland Citizen newspaper to inform people of all  

                         development in this matter. The chairman stays in touch with V.Bucknor for all information. 

              1.6      Hospital Newsletter (sent to councillors 18.02.23). 

                         Noted. 

 

2.    To agree the minutes. 

2.1     Meeting held on 24th January 2023.   

           The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record.  

2.2     Matters arising not included as agenda items. 

           None. 

3.    County and District reports. 

3.1     District. 

 Councillor Seaton spoke of the decision of Fenland District Council to hold the precept as have 

many parishes, although the fire service, drainage and police had all increased. The clerk 

informed Councillor Seaton that this parish had a playground and cemetery to maintain that 

were not funded by Fenland District Council. 
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 He reported that, regarding bus services, it was hoped that people would use this transport 

instead of cars but in this rural area, this was probably not a viable proposition.  It was not 

thought that any 106 was available to the parish.  The road closure for remedial work at Asda, 

up to the Freedom Bridge and roundabout may cause problems but a lot of the work is 

happening during the night hours.  

3.2     County.  

          The report from County Councillor S.King is attached to the minutes.  The hedge had been cut  

          at the Ringers Lane property but needed more work.   

 

 4.     Parish Assembly.    (Parish Meeting for parishioners).  

         To be held on 4th April in the Village Hall at 7.00pm. Tea and biscuits to be provided.   

         Note:   This is not the A.G.M. of the Council. In an election year, the Council has to meet within 14  

        days of the election, therefore the Annual Meeting of the Council is on 16th May and not the 4th  

        Tuesday).  

 

 5.    Finance report. 

5.1         Invoices and payment receipts.  

              Councillors Cropp and Edghill checked all invoices on 13th February. See minutes 24.01.23,   

              item 4.4. 

5.2        New asset register. 

              The asset register now incorporates insurance provider requirements and depreciation     

                            of all items, requested by Internal Auditor. See minutes 24.01.23, item 4.5. Sent with agenda. 

                            No comments made by the council. 

              5.3        Section 137 spending limit for 2023/24.   

                         The Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities advised that the appropriate sum  

                         for the purpose of section 137(4)(a) of the Local Government Act 1972 for parish and town  

                        councils in England for 2023-24 is £9.93. This is the amount as a result from increasing the  

                        amount of £8.82 for 2022-2023 by the percentage increase in the retail index between  

                        September 2021 and September 2022, in accordance with Schedule 12B to the 1972 Act. 

                        The council noted this item. 

 

6.    Foal Ground Family Park.    Risk assessment report received from Councillor Keymer. 
The repairs have been completed by F.L.P.  See minutes 24.01.23, item 5.1 
Items requiring attention:  

              6.1         Entrance gateway. 
                            This is a trip hazard. The uneven surface is due to heavy traffic it receives. Laying of slabs may  
                            be the best solution.  The council resolved to ask Mr. Moore to help (general handyman). 
                            The chairman will contact him. 
              6.2         2nd tree from Gadds Lane. 
                            The tree has had a few branches sawn off by D.England, the contractor who advises that it  
                            should be left for the time being.    
              6.3         Zip wire.  
                             The soil level needs lifting where settlement occurred during instillation. The council  
                             resolved to refer it to Mr. Moore. (see 6.1) 
              6.4         Goal mouth.  
                             The soil needs making up where it is worn down. Refer to Mr. Moore (see 6.1). 
              6.5         Old village sign. 
                            This needs attention.   Not discussed. 
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              6.6         Plaque. 
                             Not discussed. 
              6.7         Disability Discrimination.  
                           Councillor Edghill has completed the paper and given recommendations. To be discussed  
                           further at the next meeting. 
              6.8        Dead apple trees. 
                           These have been replaced.    
 

      7.     Playground.  Risk assessment report received from Councillor Keymer. 

              The repairs have been completed by F.L.P.  See minutes 24.01.23, item 5.1 

              Items needing attention: 

              7.1         Fence panel.  

                            Needs attention.  GLW Engineering has observed the problem. Councillor Cropp will look for  

                            the location of the old panel. 

              7.2         Picnic tables. 

                            In hand.   These will be replaced after April 1st.   

              7.3         New gate way entrance ground.  

                            Needs attention.  M.Warren to be contacted regarding spare turf. 

              7.4        New noticeboard.   

                           To be ordered after April 1st.   

              7.5        Disability Discrimination.  Councillor Edghill. 

                      Councillor Edghill has completed the paper and given recommendations. Access to the  
                           playground is a major problem. Councillors were asked to seriously consider the problem. To  
                           be discussed further at the next meeting.   
    

     8.   Parish Cemetery.   Risk assessment and information. Councillor Cropp. 

              8.1       Funeral director’s problems to lower coffins. 

                         An issue arose at a recent burial with removing the coffin supports on the plots next to the  
                         laurel bushes, when the grave is dug the soil is piled up to the side of the grave. Next to the  
                         laurel there is insufficient room so it is piled up on the opposite side, this does not leave  
                         enough room to extricate the supports.   There is not a solution to this problem. The council  
                         will inform the funeral directors before any interment along the edges near the laurels. 

        8.2       Green burial ground.  

                    A tree or trees will be required for the area and it ought to be planted at this time. The  

                    council resolved to purchase a pink cherry.  

       8.3       Flag for Funerals. 

                    Families are very appreciative of the flag at half-mast when they inter loved ones. The purple  

                   Council flag is not appropriate. The council resolved to purchase a black flag with discreet  

                   purple logo.  

       8.4       Correspondence from the Responsible Financial Officer to the Working Party.    

                    The Council noted the correspondence regarding the cemetery finance. Sent with the agenda.  

       8.5       Rules for those reserving plots.  Sent with agenda. 

                   The Working Party recommends these Rules for immediate application.  The Council resolved  

                   to adopt the Rules for immediate use. 

              8.6       The flagpole.  

                        This will need to be lowered in the spring for cleaning and lubrication of the pulley  

                        system. Councillors Cropp and Downes will organise. 

     8.7       Turnaround spot. 

                 The tarmac in the turn round spot will need a pressure wash again in the spring, no electricity       
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                  will make this difficult. To be investigated. 

      8.8       Date for setting fees for 2023. 

                  This will be on either the 21/22 March at 2.30pm. The clerk will organise. 

 

9.   Highways.   Hazard and risk report. report received. Councillor Downes. 

              9.1       BT Inspection Chamber. 

                           An inspection chamber in front of the Village shop had glass tiles missing and as such was a  

                           trip hazard. It was reported to Steve Nicholson of CC and he reported to BT on the council’s  

                           behalf as they have to use a Section 18 Form to Contact BT.  This form is not available to  

                           Parish Councils.  Barriers were also arranged round the chamber. The work had been carried  

                           out within 2 days. 

             9.2        Hedge at Hall Croft. 

                          A letter had been sent to the occupier of Hall Croft, Ringers Lane regarding the hedging   

                          encroaching on to the public pathway.  It is cut back but still needs work. 

            9.3         Repeater Signs.   County Councillor’s report. ITEM 2. 

                   In view of the costings received, the council decided NOT to go ahead with the repeater signs. 

                   The chairman will contact S.King as to the electrical disconnection and may suggest a site  

                    meeting. 

 

10.   Defibrillators. 

       10.1     Leverington Common. 

                    No problems. 

              10.2     Parson Drove Lane.    

                           No problems.  22 people attended the awareness session for defibrillators held on 22  

                           February at the Table Tennis Club.   

      10.3     Malvern Terrace.        * 

                   This defibrillator is to be relocated to Bailey and West premises, Sutton Road. 

      10.4     Leverington school.   * 

                   Not yet operational. 

      10.5     The Chase.                  * 

                  Not yet operational. 

      Arrangements have been made for a certified electrician to install the three marked with an asterisk. 

     The council will receive certification when they are operational. 

 

11.   Development.      FOR INFORMATION ONLY  

 Consultation on revising the National Policy Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 

With some big proposals set out in the government’s prospectus for revising the National Planning 

Policy Framework, our members and their councils are encouraged to participate in the 

corresponding consultation.  As the NPPF covers all planning issues, it’s a long document with 58 

questions (some very technical ones), but you don’t need to answer them all. Our advice is to focus 

on the ones that will affect your council which are likely to be those around climate change, energy, 

neighbourhood planning, street votes, digitising the planning service, etc.  

This was received on 13th February and replies were asked for by 17th February. 

 

              Applications received:  

              F/YR23/0099/TRCA  

Fell 3 x Elder trees, 1 x Cherry tree and 1 x Laurel, and works to 2 x Elder trees and 

1 x Cedar tree within a Conservation Area at Leverington Rectory 35 Gorefield Road 

https://clicks.slcc.co.uk/email/S-551@12877@StPhQpntrLqT_Cpas1zCBTWytcQwvuIqD2-bDe2ycLk.@
https://clicks.slcc.co.uk/email/S-551@12877@StPhQpntrLqT_Cpas1zCBTWytcQwvuIqD2-bDe2ycLk.@
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Leverington Wisbech Cambridgeshire PE13 5AS 

An application for works.  Council comment: 

Concern is the number of trees that are to be felled. 

Have the applicants thought about replacing any of these as a pattern is emerging of the numbers of 

trees being removed in the Village. A vast amount within the Conservation Area. 

Can FDC Trees Officer please advise if he considers that replacing will be beneficial. 

 

F/YR23/0100/TRTPO  

Works to 3x Willow trees covered by TPO WR/12/2/465/2 at Arbor House Peatlings  

Lane Leverington Wisbech Cambridgeshire PE13 1PS.   Council comment: No objections. 

 

 F/YR23/0057/F  

Change of use from Public House and 2-storey 4-bed dwelling to Office and 2- 

storey 4-bed dwelling at The Six Ringers Public House 47 Gorefield Road 

Leverington Wisbech Cambridgeshire PE13 5AS.  Council comment:   No objections. 

  

12.  Close of Meeting. 

        The meeting closed at 8.48pm. 

        Next meeting 28th March 2023. 

        Cemetery Working Party meeting t.b.a. 

        The Annual Meeting of the Council is on 16th May.  

 

 

 

County Councillor’s report. 
Items arising from the Parish Council 24/1/23: 

ITEM 1“The 30mph sign on the left as you enter Dowgate Road is covered in graffiti and tree branches cover some of 
the street lights.  The County Councillor noted the issues, but said the ownership of the offending trees was 
complicated.” 

Although I have not had a response from the Design Engineer, he has previously confirmed that, “taking into 

consideration the LHI for this year’s 30mph limit, these terminal signs are going to be replaced with new 30mph 

repeater signs” 

The four owners of the trees have now been identified and written to by the local highways officer and an order has been 

raised for some footpath repairs opposite The Still 

 

 ITEM TWO  “The Council will wait for the final figure of the proposal to insert further repeater signs before deciding if 

they are required” 

Unfortunately I have not yet had a response from the Design Engineer. 

 

p.s.    Reply received : 
We have had costings come back for the scheme which were higher than anticipated. An element of this is to do with 
the additional repeater signage we are looking to install as per Leverington Parish Councils request. 
I am currently awaiting a costing from Balfour Beatty’s for the electrical disconnection of the terminal signs on Dowgate 
Road. Once I have this, I will be able to put together a clear and concise breakdown of the estimated scheme costs.  For 
now, I can give a rough breakdown but may be subject to change. 
  
COST BREAKDOWN: 
TRO (Speed Limit Consultation)                                
£1,000 (Likely to be less, still awaiting invoices) 
 Milestone Works Costing 
£7,000 (Awaiting confirmation but likely to be for this amount, £2,500 of which is for the additional repeaters). 
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Balfour Beattys Electrical Disconnection 
Still awaiting cost, estimated to be under £1,500 
 We also add 15% contingency just for a worst-case scenario but very rarely ever need to use it. 
 Overall, we are looking at a predicted total scheme cost of £10,925 which includes the 15% contingency (£9,500 
without). As you are aware CCC will be contributing £5,250.10, anything over this amount will have to be funded by 
Leverington Parish Council. Is this something that is achievable? 
 If you have any further questions or queries, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Kind Regards, 
Jacob Hobbs 
  
Design Engineer 
Design & Delivery 
Project Delivery 

 

 

“The County Councillor will investigate the different schemes available for 20 mph speed limits” following this earlier 

request: 

“A resident of Church End requested we get the speed limit from the Sports and Social Club past the School into Church 

End and the length of Roman Bank also Gorefield Road to Ringers Lane reduced to 20mph” 

 

“The programme will open for applications annually and anyone can apply if they have the support of their local County 

Council member.  

The prioritised schemes will be entirely funded by the council out of a budget of £150,000 per year specifically set aside 

for 20mph schemes. This is expected to fund the delivery of around eight individual schemes per year. 

In general, a new 20mph limit should be in an area with features that justify a lower speed limit to drivers, for example, 

an area that has: 

• evidence of traffic incidents or potential dangers within an existing 30/40mph 

• vulnerable road users e.g. pedestrians (of all ability), cyclists, equestrian users and motorcyclists 

• visible homes, shops, and business frontages 

• a school or a school route 

• a cycling route 

• a quiet lane designation 

• an area that would benefit from more active travel such as cycling and walking 
You should provide a detailed summary of what consultation you have undertaken to date, for example a parish 

newsletter, online survey, or presentation at a council meeting.  

Please note the 20mph application window closes at 5pm on Sunday 30 April 2023. 

The applicant must submit a completed online 20mph form via this link: 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/improving-the-local-

highway/20mph-funding” 

 

“The problem of the hedging encroaching on to the footpath at Hallcroft, Ringers Lane has now been outstanding for 

many months.  County has instigated the legal processes and the problem has now gone to the Enforcement Officer.   The 

clerk will also write to the property”  

The local highway officer is chasing up the enforcement officer and he has emailed me that while the hedge has been 

trimmed back it has not been taken back to the property boundary 

 

Church Rd, Leverington 

The local highways officer is getting a quote for replacing the giveway sign on the left hand side near the Rising Sun.  He 

has also confirmed that the 30mph signage on Church Road meets the legal requirements as there is street lighting 

 

Peatlings Ln Parish Council street light 13 

As I had a complaint this was obscured by a privately owned tree, the Chairman and I arranged for the local highways 

officer to write to the owner 

 

Perry Rd footpath 

A quotation for slurry sealing is awaiting approval. 

                                                                                                                                 END OF REPORT 

                                                                                                                                                      S.King             

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/improving-the-local-highway/20mph-funding
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/improving-the-local-highway/20mph-funding

